District 12 Newsletter

24/7 Hotline:
847-623-9660
Support your
District:

Please mail checks to:

NIA District 12

PO Box 8882
Waukegan, IL 60079
Checks payable to:
NIA District 12
or donate online using
F PayPal at
www.aadistrict12.com

Next District
Meeting
February 21st
4-5pm
GSR meeting @
3pm

At the Waukegan
Alano Club
ALL are welcome.
District chairs and
District 12 GSR’s
encouraged to attend.
Contact your DCM,
Renita D.
for Zoom logins
mommydearest.rd@
gmail.com

February 2021
Step 2: “Came to believe that a Power greater than ourselves could
restore us to sanity.”

Tradition 2: “For our group purpose there is but one ultimate

authority- a loving God as He may express Himself in our group
conscience. Our leaders are but trusted servants; they do not govern.”

Concept 2: “The General Service Conference of A.A. had become, for
nearly every practical purpose, the active voice and the effective
conscience of our whole society in its world affairs.”

Words of encouragement from a GSR to future GSRs
“Recently, I had the Privilege of serving as a General Service Representative
(GSR) for my home group, Joy Lutheran on Tuesday nights at 7:30 pm. I have to
admit I didn’t know what I was doing as a GSR. Luckily for me that isn’t really
important when doing any kind of service work J I met many great people that
helped me along the way, so I could be a better representative for my home group.
Being a GSR was a humbling experience. I learned a great deal about what goes
on at the District, Area and General Service Office level of AA. The GSR is the
group’s voice for their home group by casting votes on behalf of the group at
district meetings and area assemblies. The GSR brings information back to their
group so the group can stay plugged into AA as a whole. Groups that do not have
General Service Representative are said to have “gone dark”, meaning they are not
plugged into AA. It only takes two people and a coffee pot to have a meeting but
getting involved will help you grow in your sobriety and hold a more active role in
your home group. I like knowing more about what is happening in AA.
Like I said earlier: don’t worry about knowing what is involved in doing the job as
GSR. There are lots of people to help you along the way, and that is part of the
experience that will help you grow, and I promise you will meet a lot of great
people along the way.”
Rick D.- Waukegan, IL
How can I become a GSR? Ask at your home group if there is a present GSR and an alternate to the
GSR. If the position is open, follow your home groups election/ nomination process.
Do GSRs have their own meeting? The District GSRs meet prior to the district meeting at 3:00 pm.
District 12 meets the 3rd Sunday of the month at 4pm.

Service is the Secret
Currently, we are blessed to have all committee chair positions filled!
Keep reading because, you are not off the hook! We are in need of
9 alternate committee positions. As an alternate, you function as a
team with your chairperson by assisting and filling-in as needed.
Ideally, the alternate chairperson seeks the chair position during the next
election.

Alternate Treasurer
Directory
Newsletter

Open Alternate Positions:
Answering Service
Grapevine
Public Information

Corrections
Literature
Special Events

If you’re interested in an alternate chair position at the district, please
attend a District meeting held on the 3rd Sunday of the Month at the
Waukegan Alano Club at 4:00 pm. We look forward to seeing you!

A Modern Day Parallel within “Our Southern Friend”
The crack up. A twenty-three-million-dollar enterprise wiped out. Offices closed and workers
discharged. I have no assistance and my salary was cut. My wife and new baby are fortunately
staying with relatives. I feel exhausted. But what am I to do? I have a family to support and no
time to be looking for another job. I reached for the bottle.
Paraphrased from page 211 of the Big Book**
As I read this, I can’t help but think how much this sounds like modern day Americans. Our lives
have drastically changed in the last year leaving many in the grasp of addiction or familiar
hopelessness of relapse. That feeling of uselessness, self-pity, pride, fear, shame, guilt and
disappointment… but wait, there is a light, we know of a solution and we have a choice. It starts
with honesty, open-mindedness and willingness. By the grace of God, a sponsor, the 12 steps, AA
fellowship and taking suggestions, we are given an opportunity to thrive.
We give our higher power a chance and we are taught how to embrace what seemed impossible.
We begin to recover together One Day at a Time 🖤
Gina L- Lake Zurich, IL
** Page 211 in the 4th Edition and page 500 in the 3rd Edition

The newsletter depends upon your
submissions. We need your
contributions to improve the
content of our newsletter.
In search of your stories, comics,
jokes and events.
Email your work to:
District12newsletter@yahoo.com

Looking for an Online meeting?
Visit the District 12 website at www.aadistrict12.com.
To list your meeting, email webmaster Danny K. through the district website to
summit your meeting’s link.
Other online meeting directories:
https://www.ifheweresought.org/meetings
https://aa-intergroup.org/oiaa/meetings/
(this site offers many language options and ASL meetings)

“Sisters in Sobriety”
My name is Lindsay and I am an addict. I’ve been sober for a little
over 20 months and I’ve had the same sponsor-family for the past 5 years.
Despite the ups and downs, these women have been here for me always.
I am connected to these women in every single way. We have a group
chat, and we talk every day. No matter what’s going on with me, I can
send it to the group, get amazing feedback and figure out a solution.
Waking up to texts every single day is truly the best way to start my day.
We have four generations of amazing, strong, beautiful women in
our sponsor-family. I never thought I’d let women into my life, like I
have let these women in. They make my day on a daily basis, whether
it’s a gratitude quote or a joke about what the daily struggle with their
kids or significant others- we lift each other up no matter what. I have
found a best friend in this group, someone who knows everything about
me, and loves and accepts me for me. I have found a sisterhood like I’ve
never even dreamed of.
From sponsor family zoom meetings to doing workbooks together
to breakdowns and relapse and everything else that comes with this
wonderful life, we are in it together. I couldn’t ask for a better group of
women to surround myself. As long as I stay in the middle of this herd
every single day, and reach out when I need to, which is the hardest thing
for me to do- I know I will be okay.
I was recently in the hospital voluntarily. When I got home and
out of the fog of depression, I had a handwritten card at my house signed
by my sisters. It brought me to tears to know that people actually care
about me today. What is even more shocking is that I care about myself
today. I no longer have to pretend to be someone I’m not. All I have to
do is be myself and work my program to the best of my ability. As long
as I do that, I can go to sleep each night knowing I’ve done the best I can
for that day.
I want to thank my sponsor family with every ounce of my being
for loving me when I couldn’t love myself, for teaching me how to love
myself, for teaching me how to say no and for showing me a new way of
life in this life changing program. I am truly one of the luckiest.
They say you can pick your friends, but you can’t pick your
family, but in sobriety I can do both, what a gift!
Lindsay T- Waukegan, IL

Now on Zoom:
Waukegan Alano
Club Open Speaker
Meeting
Meeting ID: 86527120396
Passcode: 465866
------------------Would you like your
event included in the
newsletter?
Submit info to
district12newsletter
@yahoo.com

Mailing Addresses for Donations

Helpful Links:
www.aadistrict12.com
www.aa-nia.org
www.aa.org
www.aagrapevine.org
District 12 Hotline: 847-623-9660

General Service Office: PO Box 459
Grand Central Station, New York, NY
10163
Northern Illinois Area 20 Ltd:
PO Box 524,
Crystal Lake, IL 60039-0524
NIA District 12:
PO Box 8882,
Waukegan, IL 60079-8882

Meeting Guide is a free of charge meeting finder app
Find A.A meetings by name or location, in addition to the day and time

• Daily Reflections — a selection of reflections by and for

A.A. members
• Enhanced location functionality
• Expanded user interface, with a new menu bar
and “Contact” feature.
Position

Chair

Phone

Email

Alternate

Phone

Email

DCM

Renita D.

224-650-1359

Mommydearest.rd@gmail.com

Francelia K.

224-305-1061

Fervin30@gmail.com

Secretary

Darlene F.

224-415-5505

Msdfox9@gmail.com

Billy S.

765-621-7875

Wsigafus1969@gmail.com

Treasurer

Jackie S

224-247-8963

spencerbox@comcast.net

OPEN

Answering Service

Tom R.

847-804-1361

reitmeyerremodeling@gmail.com

OPEN

Archive

John M

Aadisrtict12.com

Roy K.

847-293-4616

Roykidd48@gmail.com

Bridging the Gap

Tommy C

224-287-3416

gratefulmcgeeplz@gmail.com

Carrie P

224-256-7614

Carrieapanos@gmail.com

Corrections

Les M.

224-381-4922

No email

OPEN

CPC / Treatment

Dick M.

847-404-3713

dick71308@ameritech.net

Robert B

224-733-5802

Rblack@gmail.com

Directory

Frankye

847-529-9796

frankye_brooks@yahoo.com

OPEN

Grapevine

Suzanne A

224-430-7200

Kmarends2014@gmail.com

OPEN

Literature

Marylane B.

763-401-0819

Monadieu@hotmail.com

OPEN

Newsletter

Colleen M

262-331-0276

district12newsletter@yahoo.com

OPEN

Public Information

Danielle W.

224-321-4851

Danielle.wuorenma@gmail.com

OPEN

Special Events

Terry V

847-650-2251

enchantedattic@hotmail.com

OPEN

Webmaster

Danny K

224-440-2024

kratovild@gmail.com

Thadonia S.

312-383-9488

thadoniasut@gmail.com

District 12 Officers (Confidential – this information is for A.A. use only)
Interested in an open position?
Please attend the monthly District meeting for more information.
The opinions expressed in this newsletter are of the author and do not reflect directly upon Alcoholics Anonymous, District 12 or the officers.

