February 2022

District 12 Newsletter
24/7 Hotline:
847-623-9660
Support your
District:

Please mail checks to:

NIA District 12

PO Box 8882
Waukegan, IL 60079
Checks payable to:
NIA District 12

or donate online
using PayPal at
www.aadistrict12.com
Next District
Meeting
February 20th at
4-5pm
at the Waukegan
Alano Club with a
3 pm GSR meeting
ALL are welcome.
District chairs and
District 12 GSR’s
encouraged to
attend.
Contact your DCM,
Renita D.
for Zoom logins
mommydearest.rd@
gmail.com

Step 2: “Came to believe that a Power greater than ourselves could restore
us to sanity.”
Tradition 2: “For our group purpose there is but one ultimate authority- a
loving God as he may express Himself in our group conscience. Our leaders
are but trusted servants, they do not govern.”
Concept 2: “The General Service Conference of A.A. has become, for nearly
every practical purpose, the active voice and the effective conscience of our
whole society in its world affairs.” (Short form)

District 10 and 12 Spring Speaker Meeting
Featuring a speaker and DCM reports
May 1st, 2022 at the Libertyville Civic Center
Fellowship begins are 9:00 am
Speakers begin at 9:45 am
Donations encouraged
Coffee and Donuts will be served
50/50 Raffle
Address: 135 W. Church Street, Libertyville, IL
Contact: Renita D. 224-650-1359 or Gimel T. 708-890-3241

Please support our ongoing need for content to fill our newsletter.
You may submit your work the following ways:
Email: district12newsletter@yahoo.com
Mail: NIA District 12, PO Box 8882, Waukegan, IL 60079
In-person drop off: Waukegan Alano in the coffee bar safe
Handwritten submissions gladly accepted.

Second Step Prayer
Heavenly Father, I know in
my heart that only You can
restore me to sanity. I

humbly ask that You remove
all twisted thought and
addictive behavior from this
day. Heal my spirit and

restore in me a clear mind.

I was in my first year of sobriety and went to my in-law’s house for a gathering. This a place where I’d done lots
of drinking in the past. My brother-in-law takes me to the garage where he has a refrigerator and gives me a nonalcoholic beer. I figured it’s non-alcoholic, why not? I open and take a large swallow. As I bring the can down
from my lips, I notice a few things immediately. First, it was the best thing I had tasted in my life, and I wanted
more right NOW! The can was over half empty. I had unconsciously turned the cap as I opened it as I had a
million times when I was drinking. I felt like I was hiding in the garage… Which led me to believe that somewhere
inside I thought (or knew) that what I was doing wasn’t right.
I finished the drink then immediately decided to call my sponsor to be sure it was OK to have more of these
splendid refreshments. After telling him the whole story, he asked me “What does it say on the can?”. I replied
emphatically, it says “NON-ALCOHOLIC!”. He replied “that’s because it is for NON-ALCOHOLICS! If you have
another one, it’s a relapse.”
I’ve never had another one. He was absolutely right. If I had continued to drink them, I have no doubt I would
have been drinking alcohol again within a very short period of time. I am most thankful that I had been talking
with a sponsor often enough and attending meetings enough to know to call him before I made another huge
mistake in my life.
That was almost 14 years ago. I tell this story whenever I hear a newcomer ask the question “Can I have nonalcoholic beer”. For me, the answer is definitely not.
Tom R. - Highland Park, IL

Try the AA Grapevine Half-Hour Variety Show.
Each week long-time AA members will conduct
interview a different member about their experience,
strength, and hope, in a casual “meeting after the
meeting” manner. Episodes are 30 minutes, and a
new episode is released every Monday. It’s free so
what do you have to lose?
Listen on-line: https://www.aagrapevine.org/podcast
What is a Grapevine Rep?
Grapevine Representatives are the link between AA
Grapevine and the groups. It's a fun way to get
involved! All you must do is announce the latest
issue at your meeting, let people know how they can
participate by sending in stories, or jokes. Telling a
joke is always a welcome touch. It's easy to get
started. Simply let your homegroup know that you
are interested. Register online at a
https://www.aagrapevine.org/get-involved/becomegrapevine-repnd you will receive a free information
kit from the Grapevine office.

Founders’ Day 2022 is Back Live and In-Person
June 10th -12th in Akron, Ohio.
Come see the living history of AA where it all
began. See AA Historic sites such as Dr. Bob’s
home (tours available), visit the gravesite of Dr.
Bob and Anne, tour the Seiberling Gatehouse
where Dr. Bob and Bill had their first talk, stand in
the lobby of the Mayflower Hotel, visit Sister
Ignacia Chapel and much more.
Speakers, Dance, Archives galore.
Registration opens March 1st
For pricing details, affordable housing/ meal
packages and registration visit the Founders’ Day
website at https://foundersday.org/

Upcoming Events**
Sunday Breakfast
January 30th
Waukegan Alano Club
Hosted by: We will Know Peace
$5 donation
Breakfast: 08:30 Speaker: 09:00
Speaker: Steve N.
Illinois State Conference of Young
People in A.A. (ISCYPAA)
February 11th- 13th
Sheraton in Lisle, IL
http://www.iscypaa.org/2022conference-info.html
Super Bowl Viewing Party
February 13th Kick off at 5:30 pm
Waukegan Alano Club
50/50 Raffle, Chili
Northern Illinois Area Spring
Assembly and Meeting
March 12th
Lord of Life Church in LaFox, IL
District 10 & 12 Spring Speaker
Meeting with DCM Reports
May 1st at Libertyville Civic Center
Fellowship 8:30 am & Speaker 09:30
Coffee and Donuts
2022 State and East Central
Regional Conference
August 12th-14th
Sheraton Hotel in Lisle, IL.
http://www.aa-nia.org/state/
Open Speaker Meeting
Waukegan Alano Club
Every Saturday at 8:00 pm.
In person and Zoom
Zoom ID: 865 2712 0396
Password: 465866
** May be hosted by private entities

Greetings from our Area Bridging the Gap Chairperson
Hi- I am the new NIA20 BTG chair. I wanted to introduce myself and explain what
BTG - Bridging the Gap is. First, I will qualify myself with saying that I have no
qualifications. All I have to share is my experience, strength and hope. I have never
been in prison, psych wards or treatment except to carry the message of AA. It is
unbelievable that if we look at the similarities instead of the differences, we all can
relate to in one way or another. I have been so blessed and fortunate to have been
able to be of service and hopefully helped another alcoholic by just being there.
All that is required to bridge the gap is willingness. People need to get connected
and we are the connection. It is so rewarding to have someone come up to me at a
meeting and say, “I remember you”. If you have experienced being
institutionalized, imagine how much you could relate to others experiencing the
same situation. You can be someone that isn't afraid to talk to someone that has
been where they have been. Introducing a newcomer to a meeting, welcoming
them, and helping them feel at home is one of the most important jobs we have.
Thank you for letting me be of service,
Karen F
NIA 20 BTG

Citations on Step Two from our literature:
Chapter 4 We Agnostics- Text of Alcoholics Anonymous page 47:
We needed to ask ourselves but one short question. “Do I now believe, or am I even
willing to believe, that there is a Power greater than myself?” As soon as a man can say
that he does believe, or is willing to believe, we emphatically assure him that he is on
his way. It has been repeatedly proven among us that upon this simple cornerstone a
wonderfully effective spiritual structure can be built. *
Foot note: * Please be sure to read Appendix II on “Spiritual Experience”.
The Little Red Book- Step Two page 32
Step Two opens a vista of new hope, when based on willingness and faith. What we
call this Power is a matter of our own choice. Call It what we will. Naming It is
unimportant. The important thing is that we believe in It; that we use It to restore us to
mental health and fitness
Faith in a Higher Power is a basic law of recovery. It is always evident in the lives of
successful members. What they have done, we can do. By practice of the Twelve
Steps, we will gain a conscious contact with this Power Greater than Ourselves
sufficient to live sanely in contented sobriety.
Tradition Two Checklist:
1. Do I criticize, or do I trust and support my group officers, AA committees and office workers?
Newcomers? Old-timers?
2. Am I trustworthy, even in secret, with AA Twelfth Step jobs or other AA responsibilities?
3. Do I look for credit in my AA jobs, praise for my AA ideas?
4. Do I often feel the need to “save face” in group discussions, or can I yield in good spirit to the
group conscience and work along with it?
5. Although I have been sober a few years, am I still willing to serve my turn with AA chores?
6. Do I complain about the decisions that my group makes, even though I do not attend the
business meetings where these decisions are made?
(Retrieved from aagrapevine.org)

Mailing Addresses for Donations:
NIA District 12
PO Box 8882,
Waukegan, IL 60079-8882

Helpful Links:
www.aadistrict12.com
https://district10nia.org/

Or donate using PayPal at

www.aadistrict12.com

www.aa-nia.org

General Service Office Contributions (Updated)
PO Box 2407 James A Farley Station
New York, New York 10116-2407

www.aa.org
https://www.aa.org/pages/en_US/meeting-guide
www.aagrapevine.org

Northern Illinois Area 20 Ltd:
PO Box 524,
Crystal Lake, IL 60039-0524

Online Meetings:
https://aa-intergroup.org/meetings

Interested in an open position?
Please attend the monthly District meeting for more information.
The opinions expressed in this newsletter are of the author and do not reflect directly upon Alcoholics
Anonymous, District 12 or the officers.

Position

Chair

Phone

DCM

Renita D.

224-650-1359

Secretary

Darlene F.

224-415-5505
224-247-8963

Email
Mommydearest.rd@gmail.com
Msdfox9@gmail.com
spencerbox@comcast.net

Alternate

Phone

Email

Francelia K.

224-305-1061

Fervin30@gmail.com

Billy S.

765-621-7875

Wsigafus1969@gmail.com

847-533-0895

laurajohnson3623@comcast
.net

Karen F

847-609-7354

K.finkel@comcast.net

224-733-5802

Rblack@gmail.com

312-383-9488

thadoniasut@gmail.com

Treasurer

Jackie S

Answering Service

Betty

Archive

Roy K.

Bridging the Gap

Julius

Corrections

Gimel T.

CPC / Treatment

Dick M.

847-404-3713

dick71308@ameritech.net

Robert B

Directory

Danielle W.

224-321-4851

Danielle.wuorenma@gmail.com

OPEN

Grapevine

Angelina P.

Literature

Ken C.

847-693-0970

Kenc693@yahoo.com

OPEN

Newsletter

Colleen M

262-331-0276

district12newsletter@yahoo.com

OPEN

Public Information

OPEN

Special Events

Terry V

847-650-2251

enchantedattic@hotmail.com

OPEN

Webmaster

Danny K

224-440-2024

kratovild@gmail.com

Thadonia S.

castinebetty@gmail.com
847-293-4616

Laura J.
OPEN

Roykidd48@gmail.com

gimeltillman@yahoo.com

OPEN

OPEN

District 12 Officers (Confidential – this information is for A.A. use only)

Need Help? Call the District 12 Hotline: 847-623-9660

