District 12 Newsletter
January 2021
24/7 Hotline:
847-623-9660
Support your
District:
Please mail checks to:

NIA District 12

PO Box 8882
Waukegan, IL 60079
Checks payable to:
NIA District 12
or donate
online using
F
PayPal at
www.aadistrict12.com

Next District
Meeting
December 20th
4-5pm
GSR meeting @
3pm

At the Waukegan
Alano Club
ALL are welcome.
District chairs and
District 12 GSR’s
encouraged to attend.
Contact your DCM,
Karen F.,
for Zoom logins
k.finkel@comcast.net

Step 1: “We admitted we were powerless over alcohol- that our lives
had become unmanageable.”

Tradition 1: “Our common welfare should come first; personal
recovery depends upon A.A. unity.”

Concept 1: “Final responsibility and ultimate authority for A.A. world
services should always reside in the collective conscience of our whole
fellowship.”

A greeting from our hardworking DCM:
Happy New Year! I would like to thank everyone for
everything that you've done to bring recovery to our AA
community in District 12 during these trying times. It is
amazing how we started our zoom meetings and figured out
how to make it work. We also had a few zoom events and I
think they turned out pretty good, barring some technical
difficulties. We now have zoom meetings at Lake Behavioral
and we have started getting volunteers to help. Pretty soon
things will open up again and get back to "normal" but
remember that when things go south "We Want the Hand of
AA always to Be There and for that We are Responsible."
In this New Year, think of what you can do to help yourself
and your fellow AA's.
Yours in Service,
Karen F.
What is a DCM?
“The district committee member (D.C.M.) is an essential link between the group General
Service Representative (G.S.R.s) and the area delegate to the General Service Conference. As
leader of the district committee, made up of all G.S.R.s in the district, the D.C.M. is exposed to
the group conscience of that district.” aa.org

From the family afterwards:
“I will first say I am the proud parent of a longtime member of the AA Club. I call it a
club because to me, it is a wonderful group of people pulling together to bring out the
best in each other. The struggle is real and very few can do it alone. To begin let's
say: I should have figured out AA was in our future because at a very early age my
lovely little girl enjoyed drinking perfume and I was on a first name basis with poison
control. The younger years were great, then came high school. Along came friends we
really didn't know, and some were pretty strange. She was pushing us out, we asked
questions, but answers were not given. We were a typical family so I thought
everything would be okay. I had huge blinders on: OMG not our child… College: yes
we made her go, after two years she talked us into letting her come home. Fast
forward, she came in mornings after being out all night. I had to tell my daughter to get
your act together or leave. I don't think she ever realized the fear and worry we were
going through. That was when life in AA began and thank God for small miracles. It
wasn't easy but she took it seriously. The help was there and there was this wonderful
group of people who understood. A huge thank you to all those helpers who gave us
our child back. 19 years later, that struggling, lost person is my greatest joy and we tell
her every time we talk how very proud of her we are. She fought hard to get where she
is but to see her you would never know. Day at a time, love you mom.”
Linda S.- Trevor, WI

Now on Zoom:
Waukegan Alano
Club Open
Speaker Meeting
Meeting ID:
86527120396
Passcode: 465866
Would you like your
event included in the
newsletter? Submit
info to
district12newsletter
@yahoo.com

Back to Basics in times of Adversity
I have been sober and actively involved in AA for more than 11 years. I love Alcoholics Anonymous, the
people in the rooms, my meetings and many social events have become a big part of my life over the years.
Recently, I found my world rocked by an abrupt breakup of a six-year relationship with another person in the
program. After moving out and being 20 miles away, I found myself floundering in self-pity, anger and
depression. I had to cling to the program. I went to new meetings. At first, I felt alone, but quickly the
fellowship embraced me. I reached out to old friends every day, sometimes many times a day. The warmth,
comfort and support I found from other people in the program was invaluable. Advice and compassion
sometimes came from unlikely places. We don’t choose when God speaks through others. I started working
steps again. I started at Step One and kept going. I went to multiple meetings a day. I made new friendships
and deepened old ones. I sought to improve my conscience contact with God every day. Dear friends helped
me find tools to meditate. These are things I couldn’t do before I came into the rooms of AA. I realized that
sometimes I don’t know everything, and my friends actually want to help me. Above all that, even through
adversity, I have been grateful and thank God for grace that has been bestowed on this Alcoholic and Addict.
The newsletter depends upon your
submissions. We need your
contributions to improve the
content of our newsletter.
In search of your stories, comics,
jokes and events.
Attn Sponsors:
Writing an article is excellent
homework for your sponsee!!
Email your work to:
District12newsletter@yahoo.com

I am truly blessed and truly grateful every single day
- Anonymous
Looking for an Online meeting?
Visit the District 12 website at www.aadistrict12.com.
To list your meeting, email webmaster Danny K. through the district website to
summit your meeting’s link.
Other online meeting directories:
https://www.ifheweresought.org/meetings
https://aa-intergroup.org/oiaa/meetings/
(this site offers many language options and ASL meetings)

What is the Grapevine?
The Grapevine is the international journal of Alcoholics Anonymous. It is our meeting in print. The Grapevine
is mailed to your house in a non-branded return address to protect your anonymity. The Spanish version, La
Vina, is published every other month and is only available online.
How do I subscribe?
There are different levels of membership and gift certificates are available. Subscribe online at aagrapevine.org.
There are Grapevine website also features books, gift and back issues for purchase. Gift Certificates available.
+ Print memberships: One year is $28.97 & Two years is $54.00 (almost an $8 savings).
+ Online memberships: One month $1.99 (no commitment), One year is $19.99, Two years is $35.00, and
Three years is $47.97.
+ Complete membership: includes print + online access along with access to an archive that dates back to 1944,
audio and online access to La Vina (Spanish print).
+ La Vina (Spanish Print) online only: One month $1.78 (no commitment), One year is $9.99, Two years is
$18.98, and Three years is $27.00.
See your Grapevine Representative or visit aagrapevine.org for more information.
Staying sober in a pandemic: It works if you work it J
Virtual meetings: Have willingness and remember that in-person meetings made us feel uncomfortable at first
too. Just keep logging in until you love it. Make your meetings- do what is available. No excuses.
Stay connected: Reach out to others. Start a text chain with your group. Pick up the phone every day.
Read the book: Keep your nose in literature that will broaden your program. Check out the pamphlets like
Acceptance, The Four Absolutes or Dr. Bob’s Farewell Talk. The opportunities are endless- explore our history.
Step 11: Pray and meditate daily. Download a free mediation app (Insight Timer, Calm, Headspace, etc.)
Group Book Study: Get a few people together and do a weekly book study or a workbook.
Share your story: Submit an article to our newsletter!! Email to district12newsletter@yahoo.com
From The Little Red Book on Step One:
“The alcoholic lives in compulsive slavery, as alcohol
provides the only means he knows by which he can quiet
his jittery nerves. Existence under such circumstances
soon makes his life unmanageable. Correction of this
condition is a serious problem of immediate concern.
Recovery is possible for alcoholics who honestly want to
stop drinking. “Unmanageable lives” and the physical
illness induced by compulsive drinking can be arrested.
Progress is limited only by our conscious need and
desire to help” (p. 20)

Happy New Year
from Victor E.
Who is Victor E.?
Found monthly in earlier Grapevine
editions, we met Victor E. Victor
stood outside of barroom doors and
each time our higher power
intervened between him and a drink.
The strip shows Victor E.’s Victory
over alcohol.

Mailing Addresses for Donations

Helpful Links:
www.aadistrict12.com
www.aa-nia.org
www.aa.org
www.aagrapevine.org
District 12 Hotline: 847-623-9660

General Service Office: PO Box 459
Grand Central Station, New York, NY
10163
Northern Illinois Area 20 Ltd:
PO Box 524,
Crystal Lake, IL 60039-0524
NIA District 12:
PO Box 8882,
Waukegan, IL 60079-8882

Meeting Guide is a free of charge meeting finder app
•
•
•
•

Find A.A meetings by name or location, in addition to the day and time
Daily Reflections — a selection of reflections by and for
A.A. members
Enhanced location functionality
Expanded user interface, with a new menu bar
and “Contact” feature.
“News” — Learn about events at the (G.S.O.) and Grapevine.
Position

Chair

Phone

Email

Alternative

Phone

Email

DCM

Karen F

847-609-7354

k.finkel@comcast.net

Matthew K

224-532-6639

None

Secretary

Renita D.

224-650-1359

Mommydearest.rd@gmail.com

Tracy J.

847-847-9201

Tracie.jahnke@yahoo.com

Treasurer

Ken C

847-693-0970

kenc693@yahoo.com

Jackie S

224-247-8963

spencerbox@comcast.net

Answering Service

Tom R.

847-804-1361

reitmeyerremodeling@gmail.com

OPEN

Archive

John M

Aadisrtict12.com

Roy K.

847-293-4616

Roykidd48@gmail.com

Bridging the Gap

Tommy C

224-287-3416

gratefulmcgeeplz@gmail.com

Carrie P

Corrections

Les M.

224-381-4922

None

OPEN

CPC / Treatment

Dick M.

847-404-3713

dick71308@ameritech.net

Robert B

Directory

Frankye

847-529-9796

frankye_brooks@yahoo.com

OPEN

Grapevine

Suzanne A

224-430-7200

Kmarends2014@gmail.com

OPEN

Literature

OPEN

Newsletter

Colleen M

Public Information

OPEN

Special Events

Emma W

224-223-2648

emstress3341@gmail.com

Terry V

847-650-2251

enchantedattic@hotmail.co
m

Webmaster

Danny K

224-440-2024

kratovild@gmail.com

Thadonia S.

312-383-9488

thadoniasut@gmail.com

OPEN
262-331-0276

district12newsletter@yahoo.com

OPEN
OPEN

District 12 Officers (Confidential – this information is for A.A. use only)
Interested in an open position?
Please attend the monthly District meeting for more information.
The opinions expressed in this newsletter are of the author and do not reflect directly upon Alcoholics Anonymous, District 12 or the officers.

