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Step 3: Made a decision to turn our will and lives over to the care of God, as
we understood him
Tradition 3: The only requirement for AA membership is a desire to stop
drinking.
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I finally surrendered July 31st, 2016, after 22 years of fighting
alcoholism in and out of the program. After 39 years of alcohol and drug
research and development, I finally started to take suggestions. I got a
sponsor and started my journey. I had to work steps 1 and 2 and the following
steps and practice them daily to come to fully understand the 3rd step in my
life. When I worked steps 1 and 2, which looked at my powerlessness over
alcohol and the fact that my life had become unmanageable it was then clear
to me that these facts rung true in my life. I had an inability to make good
decisions and the consequences of these missteps were what had made my life
so unmanageable. Then I had to be willing to believe that a power greater
than myself could restore me to sanity. I didn't even have to believe all I had
to do was be willing. At this point I was willing to believe whatever you
believed. Now after understanding that I had the inability to make good
decisions the consequences of my alcoholism were apparent, and I became
willing to believe! All the AA catchphrases, slogans and one liner’s I was
used to hearing for years constantly started played through my head. I was
asked to make a decision to turn my will and my life over to the care of
God as I understood Him. What!!!! Take it easy, this is the last decision you
will ever have to make alone and a pretty major one at that. At this point I
turned my will and my life over to the care of AA and the principles.
After working the steps, I was able to form what is now my conception
of God today. Powerlessness is simply being without defense against the first
drink, unmanageability is the idea that I would try over and over again to fix,
manage and control my life without the tools to do so. The power greater than
myself is God and the sanity I am being restored to is the insanity of the first
drink. Every day I wake up with untreated alcoholism, so I make a daily
decision (after a cup of coffee and a cigarette, after all I am an alcoholic and
still a little selfish) to turn my will and my life over to the care of God. The 12
steps show us how to change our lives. By practicing the steps daily my
relationship with my higher power has become stronger and my life has
changed tremendously.
Donald D. Wagner

I am spiritually intoxicated. I was not always this way. It took much convincing by my Higher
Power. I am confident my HP works now. For example, I was feeling a bit complacent in my prayers,
so I asked God to please help me recognize that he is still working in my life. The next day my
morning reading said “when time seems to be standing still or dragging, it is tempting to accuse God
of being late or non-responsive. We can grow impatient or frustrated with remaining still. It is easy to
forget he has chosen every single cobblestone on my path. He is always with me.” As I live by faith
in the presence of God- I can walk in the present, with God. I constantly pray for God to help teach
me to be present in the moments of my life. Faith has to work 24hrs a day in and through us or we
fall into an emotional relapse. The essence of my spirituality and my sobriety rests on round the
clock faith in my HP. I need to rely on the God of my understanding in all the areas of my life. My
God tends to work in and through people, there are many times I can recall His power so clearly. I
am overwhelmed with gratitude for God’s presence in my life of recovery. Without his force in my
everyday activities, I would surely collapse back into the dark depths of my addiction and eventually
die.
-Susan B.
A girl working with her sponsor asked, “Where can I read about my sex problems?”
Her sponsor replies, “That’s covered on page 69.”
Later at home the page number got jumbled in her head
and she turned to page 96 for the answer to her sex problem. Where she read...
“Do not be discouraged if your prospect does not respond at once. Search out another
alcoholic and try again. You are sure to find someone desperate enough to accept with
eagerness what you have to offer. We find it a waste of time to keep chasing a man who
cannot or will not work with you.
When I first entered AA, I did it for someone else. I was mad, resentful, angry and very
disrespecting. I would only say my name and say I hate this whole thing. I knew without a doubt I
was an alcoholic. Deep down I really wanted help, but I was too stubborn to ask. I sat in meetings
week after week for several years. I never expressed my desire to quit drinking. But God bless my
home group, they were smarter than me. They put up with my silence and behavior. I’m not really
sure when I admitted I was an alcoholic in a meeting, I think it was around two years. I had just
gotten busted for my first DUI and reality was sinking in. Then I spent another two years crying at
meetings, same group for four years. Thank God for tradition three because this alcoholic would
drink herself to death. For years these members watched me go from pure hatred to accepting that I
belong here. I had a long list of dirty deeds and if there were rules for membership, I am sure I
would not have been welcomed. I still sat in meetings getting a little glimpse of recovery. However,
I could not stay stopped. I did have a desire to stop drinking, but I was too stubborn to listen to
suggestions. Finally, after seven years around AA I surrendered. AA is the only answer for me.
Again, bless my home group, they were still there and always welcomed me with open arms. I
learned a valuable lesson in these seven years, everybody is welcomed in AA if they have a desire to
stop drinking. No matter what their story is, or how bad their behavior was! Who am I to judge
another alcoholic!? I need to be there with open arms, no judgement, an open ear and a smile. I am
one of the lucky ones, I kept playing with fire but in the end surrendered and have sobriety. As long
as I maintain my desire to stop drinking, I will always have a place in AA. Thank God for those who
have gone before in the program of Alcoholics Anonymous.
-Laura Johnson (Gurnee)

Concept III

The Right of Decision

This concept is a tool for all trusted AA servants at every level. The GSR’s will gather the
group conscience and bring it to the Area. Based on the information that is presented they
will vote either the group conscience or they can change their vote based on new
information the group isn’t aware of. The Delegate has the same authority to vote the
GSR’s conscience or his/hers depending on the information presented at the General
Service Conference. “Every trusted servant has the right to decide how they will interpret
and apply their own authority and responsibility to each particular problem or situation as
it arises.” “Our entire AA program rests squarely upon the principle of mutual trust. We
trust God, AA and each other.”
Written up by Karen F

Three guys compare their levels of intoxication from the previous night
at a party. The first guy says, “Man, I was so drunk last night, I went home
and blew chunks.” The second guy says, “I was so drunk last night, I woke
up this morning on the front porch.” The third man said,
“I was so drunk last night; I took a prostitute home to my wife.”
Then the first guy exclaims. “You guys don’t understand... Chunks is my dog!!”

Mailing Addresses for Donations

www.aadistrict12.com
www.aa-nia.org
www.aa.org
www.aagrapevine.org

General Service Office: PO Box 459 Grand
Central Station, New York, NY 10163
Northern Illinois Area 20 Ltd:
PO Box 524, Crystal Lake, IL 60039-0524
NIA District 12:
PO Box 8882, Waukegan, IL 60079-8882

Meeting Guide is a free of charge meeting finder app
•
•
•
•

Find A.A meetings by name or location, in addition to the day and time
Daily Reflections — a selection of reflections by and for
A.A. members
Enhanced location functionality
Expanded user interface, with a new menu bar
and “Contact” feature.
“News” — Learn about events at the (G.S.O.) and Grapevine.
District 12 Officers (Confidential – this information is for A.A. use only)
Please contact an officer if you are interest in an OPEN position.
Alternativ
Phone
Email
e

Position

Chair

DCM

Karen F

847-609-7354

k.finkel@comcast.net

Matthew K.

224-532-6639

Secretary

.Renita D.

224-650-1359

Mommydearest.rd@gmail.com

Tracy J.

847-847-9201

Treasurer

Ken C

847-693-0970

kenc693@yahoo.com

Jackie S

224-247-8963

Answering Service

Tom R.

847-804-1361

reitmeyerremodeling@gmail.com

OPEN

Archive

John M

Aadisrtict12.com

OPEN

Bridging the Gap

Tommy C

224-287-3416

Corrections

Les M.

224-237-4269

CPC / Treatment

Dick M.

847-404-3713

Directory

OPEN

Grapevine

Suzanne A

224-430-7200

Literature

Chris J.

224-627-0878

Newsletter

Kristina K.

224-456-1225

Public Information

OPEN

Special Events

Emma W

224-223-2648

emstress3341@gmail.com

Terry V

847-650-2251

Webmaster

Danny K

224-440-2024

kratovild@gmail.com

Thadonia S.

312-383-9488

gratefulmcgeeplz@gmail.com

Phone

Email

Tracie.jahnke@yahoo.c
om

OPEN
OPEN

dick71308@ameritech.net

OPEN
OPEN

Kmarends2014@gmail.com

OPEN
OPEN

kkrause041@gmail.com

Colleen M

262-331-0276

OPEN
enchantedattic@hotmail
.com

Opinions that are expressed here in the Newsletter are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect
the thinking of Alcoholics Anonymous

