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District 12 Newsletter
24/7 Hotline:
847-623-9660
Support your
District:

Please mail checks to:

NIA District 12

Step 3: “Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of
God as we understood him.”
Tradition 3: “The only requirement for A.A. membership is a desire to stop
drinking.”
Concept 3: “To ensure effective leadership, we should endow each element
of A.A.- the Conference*, the General Service Board and its service
corporations, staffs, committees and executives- with a traditional “Rights
of Decisions.” (Short form) *See pictogram of Conference Structure

PO Box 8882
Waukegan, IL 60079
Checks payable to:
NIA District 12

or donate online
using PayPal at
www.aadistrict12.com
Next District
Meeting
March 20th at
4-5pm
at the Waukegan
Alano Club with a
3 pm GSR meeting
ALL are welcome.
District chairs and
District 12 GSR’s
encouraged to
attend.
Contact your DCM,
Renita D.
for Zoom logins
mommydearest.rd@
gmail.com

Please support our ongoing need for content to fill our newsletter.
You may submit your work the following ways:
Email: district12newsletter@yahoo.com
Mail: NIA District 12, PO Box 8882, Waukegan, IL 60079
In-person drop off: Waukegan Alano (coffee bar safe)
Handwritten submissions gladly accepted.

!! Action Required!!
We are actively working to update our meeting directory. Please review the meeting
schedule to verify your active meeting is listed or if you are aware of a meeting that is
no longer active but listed, please let us know. The accuracy of our meeting schedule
is pivotal for all members. Send updates: district12newsletter@yahoo.com
Online meeting directory: http://www.aadistrict12.com/district-12-meetings.html
Upcoming Events**
Northern Illinois Area Spring
Assembly and Meeting
March 12th
Lord of Life Church in LaFox, IL
St. Patrick’s Day
Most places are doing something J
38th Annual Tri-County Conference
March 19th at Racine Memorial Hall in
Racine, WI. Starts at 08:00. Banquet
requires registration. Can register at
the door for conference. Chili Lunch,
speakers, AA and Alanon panels, all
day alcathon. $1 for day sessions, $5
for the dance.
District 10 & 12 Spring Speaker
Meeting with DCM Reports
Sunday May 1st at Libertyville Civic
Center Fellowship 9:00 & Speaker
09:45. Coffee and Donuts. 50/50
Speaker: Chris from the Mustard Seed
in Chicago, IL
Founders’ Day
June 10th-12th, 2022
Akron, OH
https://foundersday.org/
2022 State and East Central Regional
Conference
August 12th-14th
Sheraton Hotel in Lisle, IL.
http://www.aa-nia.org/state/
Open Speaker Meeting
Waukegan Alano Club
Every Saturday at 8:00 pm.
In person and Zoom
Zoom ID: 865 2712 0396
Password: 465866
** May be hosted by private entities

What is the meaning of the term “Conference” often cited in our
Concepts? The Conference is short for General Service Conference
which is the decision-making body for Alcoholics Anonymous. The
process is reliant upon the role of a GSR (General Service
Representative) as they act as a coordinator between groups and the
structure of A.A. beginning with your district, our area and possibly the
General Service Conference. Thank you GSR’s for your service.
Explore a free pdf of the 2021-2023 A.A. Service Manual combined with
the Twelve Concepts for World Service at:
https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/literature/en_bm-31_3.pdf

Try the AA Grapevine Half-Hour
Variety Show. Each week long-time
AA members will conduct interview
a different member about their
experience, strength, and hope, in a
casual “meeting after the meeting”
manner.
Episodes are 30 minutes.
Listen on-line:
https://www.aagrapevine.org/podcast

“Tradition 3 Checklist:

Founders’ Day 2022 is Back Live and In-Person
June 10th -12th in Akron, Ohio.
Come see the living history of AA where it all
began. See AA Historic sites such as Dr. Bob’s
home (tours available), visit the gravesite of Dr.
Bob and Anne, tour the Seiberling Gatehouse
where Dr. Bob and Bill had their first talk, stand in
the lobby of the Mayflower Hotel, visit Sister
Ignacia Chapel and much more.
Speakers, Dance, Play, Archives galore.
Registration opens March 1st
For pricing details, affordable housing/ meal
packages and registration visit the Founders’ Day
website at https://foundersday.org/

1. In my mind, do I prejudge some new AA
members as losers?
2. Is there some kind of alcoholic whom I
privately do not want in my AA group?
3. Do I set myself up as a judge of whether a
newcomer is sincere or phony?
4. Do I let language, religion, race, education age
or such things interfere with my carrying the
message?
5. Am I overimpressed by a celebrity? By a
doctor, clergyman, an ex-convict? Or can I treat
this new member simply and naturally?
6. When someone turns up at AA needing
information or help, does it matter to me what
they do for a living? Where they live? Whether
they have been to AA before? What other
problems they have?”
Retrieved from:
https://www.aa.org/sites/default/files/literature/smf-131_en.pdf

Step 3- Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of God as we understood him
“This is the how and the why of it. First of all, we had to quit playing God. It didn’t work. Next, we decided that
hereafter in this drama of life, God was going to be our Director. He is the Principal; we are His agents. He is the
Father, and we are His children. Most Good ideas are simple, and this concept was the keystone of the new and
triumphant arch through which we passed to freedom.” Alcoholics Anonymous (Big Book) p. 62
There is an old proverb that illustrates Step 3 very well: Two barefoot men were walking down an unpaved road. The
road was covered with rocks and was very painful to walk on. One man said- “this would be less painful if the road
was paved with leather” the other man commented “That is true but, we would have the same effect if we were
wearing shoes”. Step 3 is our shoes. If I want a better life that is emotionally content and honest, I cannot use the
same attitude, defense mechanisms and belief system that gave me a life that required constant escape to survive.
I needed a Director- I needed to believe that paragraph on page 62 was for me. When I came to A.A., I wanted only to
turn my drinking and only a few unmanageable aspects over to you. Much of the ugliness I had become had been my
fabric for so long, I couldn’t see my will as separate from my being. All the entitlement I harbored haunted me daily.
First, I tried to just believe that everyone around me was doing their best and I would Thank God for whatever lesson I
was supposed to learn. I faked it- someone cut me off in traffic, messed up my food order, long line at the store. I
would say to myself- everyone is doing their best, maybe they are having a bad day and thank my God for the lesson. I
used the little things to warm up to bigger things. Repetition, Repetition, Repetition. Then something big happened
which would have devastated the old me. I immediately, willingly and without reservation thanked God. That was
when I knew I finally surrendered to playing God. I immediately felt the benefits. God can drive my bus, chose the
passengers and the journey. Step three is written as a “decision” but, I find Step 3 to be an action step to seek a
different solution. With time, I let God into every aspect of my life. I stopped spending mindlessly, was less selfish in
relationships and I was relieved from having to take everything personally. There is always a benefit from turning my
will over; it is only when I take it back that I lessen my reward. During times of stress, anxiety and drama, the root is
my own will. With God, I have a renewed sense of freedom.
Colleen M.- Waukegan, IL
Read more on step 3 in the Big Book on p. 58-63

Mailing Addresses for Donations:
NIA District 12
PO Box 8882,
Waukegan, IL 60079-8882

Helpful Links:
www.aadistrict12.com
https://district10nia.org/

Or donate using PayPal at

www.aadistrict12.com

www.aa-nia.org

General Service Office Contributions (Updated)
PO Box 2407 James A Farley Station
New York, New York 10116-2407

www.aa.org
https://www.aa.org/pages/en_US/meeting-guide
www.aagrapevine.org

Northern Illinois Area 20 Ltd:
PO Box 524,
Crystal Lake, IL 60039-0524

Online Meetings:
https://aa-intergroup.org/meetings

Interested in an open position?
Please attend the monthly District meeting for more information.
The opinions expressed in this newsletter are of the author and do not reflect directly upon Alcoholics
Anonymous, District 12 or the officers.
Position

Chair

Phone

DCM

Renita D.

224-650-1359

Secretary

Darlene F.

224-415-5505

Treasurer

Jackie S

Answering Service

Betty

Archive

Roy K.

Bridging the Gap

Julius

224-247-8963

Email
Mommydearest.rd@gmail.com
Msdfox9@gmail.com
spencerbox@comcast.net
castinebetty@gmail.com

847-293-4616

Alternate

Phone

Email

Francelia K.

224-305-1061

Fervin30@gmail.com

Billy S.

765-621-7875

Wsigafus1969@gmail.com

847-533-0895

laurajohnson3623@comcast
.net

Karen F

847-609-7354

K.finkel@comcast.net

224-733-5802

Rblack@gmail.com

312-383-9488

thadoniasut@gmail.com

Laura J.
OPEN

Roykidd48@gmail.com

Corrections
CPC / Treatment

Dick M.

847-404-3713

dick71308@ameritech.net

Robert B

Directory

Danielle W.

224-321-4851

Danielle.wuorenma@gmail.com

OPEN

Grapevine

Angelina P.

Literature

Ken C.

847-693-0970

Kenc693@yahoo.com

OPEN

Newsletter

Colleen M

262-331-0276

district12newsletter@yahoo.com

OPEN

Public Information

OPEN

Special Events
Webmaster

Gimel T.
Danny K

OPEN

OPEN
708-890-3241

gimeltillman@yahoo.com

OPEN

224-440-2024

kratovild@gmail.com

Thadonia S.

