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Step 9: Made a list of all persons we have harmed and became willing to
make amends to them all.

Tradition 9: A.A. as such, ought never be organized; but we may create
service boards or committees directly responsible to those they serve.

NIA District 12

PO Box 8882
Waukegan, IL 60079
Please make all checks
payable to:
NIA District 12
www.aadistrict12.com

24/7 Hotline:
847-623-9660
Next District
Meeting

September 20th
4-5pm
At the Waukegan
Alano Club

ALL are welcome.
District chairs and
District 12 GSR’s
should attend.

GSR meeting @ 3pm
Contact Karen
Finkel for Zoom
information on
both meetings
k.finkel@comcast.net

I have never had just 1 drink in my life. I always finished the
job. God loves me so much he made me an alcoholic. The only
person that liked my drinking was me. The booze beat and
bludgeon me until I was almost dead. Then I opened up my heart
and asked God for help and he did. Haven't had a desire to drink
since. Through the 30 years of drinking I harmed many people. I'm
going to tell you about 1 of them about my Uncle Francis. I made
amends to him about 13yrs ago. Our relationship started out slow,
lunch here and there. Then 12 yrs ago he was diagnosed with
stage 4 liver cancer. We started watching Cubs and Bears games
with my Dad. I would also help him cook at the clean air picnic. I
started helping him with stuff around his house. It was going well.
We went to the Waukegan Alano picnic 5yrs ago. Francis won the
50-50 and brought me a membership. Priceless. I’ve been going
there ever since. 3yrs ago he needed help with his bucket list. I got
to take Him to founders day in Akron, OH. That man prayed for an
hour every morning. I thought my 10 minutes was a lot. I had
been there several times before, so I was a good tour guide. The
speaker Friday night was Joe Walsh! He was awesome. What a
great trip. I bought Francis a camper. Nobody wanted him to do it.
That was the last thing on his list. He traveled around Florida
camping until he passed away. I am so blessed that I spend all that
wonderful time with my Uncle. One of the finest AA"s that I know.
This is what you get when you do step 8 and 9...
Robert Koopmann

The 9th Step Promises Came True
At the beginning of each meeting I go to, the promises are read. I remember in early
sobriety I would cringe every time the chairperson asked for someone to read the
promises. I had a problem with the word promise. I had banned it from my vocabulary
and banned anyone around me from using it. It was because I couldn't keep a promise.
Instead of trying to 'say what I mean and mean what I say' I decided to just ban the word
altogether. I remember coming into these rooms so unhappy, still full of chaos and selfpity. I couldn't answer my phone for numbers I didn't know because it might be a bill
collector. I didn't want to fellowship or make friends because I still wanted to isolate and
self-soothe. And most of all I wanted to hide from God.
My sponsor, a very important person in my recovery, suggested that I just listened in
meetings. That suggestion would change the dynamic of my recovery. I began to listen to
the experience of you all. Not only did you guys share what to do you also shared what not
to do. There was a solution, that solution was action.
What do I have to do? The answer was a lot simpler than my mind made it out to be.
Honesty and humility were the biggest things that I had to work on Taking suggestions
was another. Once I stopped fighting my sponsor every step of the way, my life began to
change. Prayer, meditation, and service work became the new normal. I would come to
meetings early and stay late, fellowshipping with other members. It wasn't all about me
anymore I paid my bills on time and paid back people I owed. I apologized for my wrongs
and took responsibility for my actions. I suddenly realized that God was doing for me what
I could not have done for myself.
My journey isn't one I would describe as perfect, (It seems I still tend to get in my own way)
however, it is amazing, and I wouldn't change a thing. The promises came true for me, and
all it took was gratitude in action.

Renita D
Sobriety date: 05/12/2015

If you are looking for a Zoom meeting check the district website
www.aadistrict12.com
Email or contact the webmaster Danny K to summit your meetings Zoom
link if it is not already posted.

Ray Leeper
2/26/46 - 7/25/20
It is with great sorrow that we give notice of the July 25th passing of our dearly
beloved friend, Mr. Raymond Leeper at the age of 74. Although he was born in
Chicago, Illinois Raymond was a long-time resident of Waukegan, Illinois.
Raymond went by the name of, “Lil Ray” and was a prominent supporter of the
recovery community.
Lil Ray made substantial contributions to the recovery community while
working as an addiction treatment counselor for many years at the Addiction
Treatment Program in Waukegan. He demonstrated his gratitude for his own 34
years of sobriety after he retired by continuing his mission to sobriety. In his
retirement years, he donated much of his time and attention to those in the 12 Step
community. He made himself available to anyone in need of his indispensable and
non-sugar-coated advice.
Lil Ray enjoyed his garden and was a man with a quirky sense of humor. He
utilized his unconventional style of humor to motivate others to enjoy life's
sometimes bumpy ride. This humble man will be missed by all and particularly by
those whose lives he surely helped to change for the better.
Funeral services will be held at Marsh Funeral Home in Gurnee, Illinois
Rest easy Lil Ray, you are home.
Ray's funeral will be at Marsh Funeral Home
305 N Cemetery Rd. Gurnee, IL. 60031 Saturday August 15th from 1-5 PM. Please come
join us celebrate Ray's life. Feel free to wear your favorite sports gear.

Mailing Addresses for Donations

www.aadistrict12.com
www.aa-nia.org
www.aa.org
www.aagrapevine.org

General Service Office: PO Box 459 Grand
Central Station, New York, NY 10163
Northern Illinois Area 20 Ltd:
PO Box 524, Crystal Lake, IL 60039-0524
NIA District 12:
PO Box 8882, Waukegan, IL 60079-8882

Meeting Guide is a free of charge meeting finder app
•
•
•
•

Find A.A meetings by name or location, in addition to the day and time
Daily Reflections — a selection of reflections by and for
A.A. members
Enhanced location functionality
Expanded user interface, with a new menu bar
and “Contact” feature.
“News” — Learn about events at the (G.S.O.) and Grapevine.
District 12 Officers (Confidential – this information is for A.A. use only)
Please contact an officer if you are interest in an OPEN position.
Position

Chair

Phone

Email

Alternative

Phone

Email

DCM

Karen F

847-609-7354

k.finkel@comcast.net

Matthew K

224-532-6639

None

Secretary

Renita D.

224-650-1359

Mommydearest.rd@gmail.com

Tracy J.

847-847-9201

Tracie.jahnke@yahoo.com

Treasurer

Ken C

847-693-0970

kenc693@yahoo.com

Jackie S

224-247-8963

spencerbox@comcast.net

Answering Service

Tom R.

847-804-1361

reitmeyerremodeling@gmail.com

OPEN

Archive

John M

Aadisrtict12.com

Roy K.

847-293-4616

Roykidd48@gmail.com

Bridging the Gap

Tommy C

224-287-3416

gratefulmcgeeplz@gmail.com

OPEN

Corrections

Les M.

224-381-4922

None

OPEN

CPC / Treatment

Dick M.

847-404-3713

dick71308@ameritech.net

OPEN

Directory

Teraya T

847-766-9772

Ttomko92@gmail.com

OPEN

Grapevine

Suzanne A

224-430-7200

Kmarends2014@gmail.com

Amy P

224-279-8836

Amynpascal000@gmail.co
m

Literature

Chris J.

224-627-0878

Cjacobsen1086@gmail.com

OPEN

Newsletter

Kristina K.

224-456-1225

kkrause041@gmail.com

OPEN

Public Information

OPEN

Special Events

Emma W

224-223-2648

emstress3341@gmail.com

Terry V

847-650-2251

enchantedattic@hotmail.co
m

Webmaster

Danny K

224-440-2024

kratovild@gmail.com

Thadonia S.

312-383-9488

thadoniasut@gmail.com

OPEN

Opinions that are expressed here in the Newsletter are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the
thinking of Alcoholics Anonymous

